

        



    
      Home •

      Past Issues •
      About Us •
      Contact Us •

      
      
      

       •

      
        
        
      

    


    

      



      	Contents
	Web Extras
          	Life and death conversations
	Taking on cancer from every angle
	Teaching, learning, and practicing compassionate care


        
	Discoveries
          	Applying Dartmouth Atlas research to residency decisions
	Long-term NSAID use may reduce bladder cancer risk
	Using a virus against itself
	City health and country health
	Improving immunity against multiple myeloma
	Research Briefs


        
	Vital Signs
         	Dartmouth names a new president
	Understanding an unexpected outbreak
	Emphasizing life
	Geisel to host LCME visit
	Clinical Observation
	Norris Cotton Cancer Center looks ahead to the next 40 years
	Investigator Insight
	Worthy of Note: Honors, awards, appointments, etc.


        
	Essays
          	A Letter from the Dean
	Grand Rounds
	Student Notebook


        
	Features
          	"The Accidental Ambassador"
By Paul Charlton ('14)
Paul charlton went to pakistan to spend time in the mountains. He returned to spend time with the people.

	"Information Overload"
By Alexander Gelfand
Data is piling up like snowflakes in a blizzard. A new Ph.D. program at Geisel is training students how to figure out what to do with it all.

	"A Dog has Its Day"
By Amos Esty
The future of cancer treatment is 12 years old, weighs 21 pounds, and wears a purple collar.

	"The New Smoking?"
By Matthew C. Wiencke
Smoking has declined over the years, but a new cancer risk—obesity—may be taking its place. William Kinlaw and other Geisel researchers study how tumors obtain fat, research that supports a strong link between obesity and cancer.

	"Preparing for Takeoff"
By Amos Esty
Medicine is changing, and medical education is changing with it. A pilot program at Geisel is testing a new approach to the first-year curriculum to give students more time with a faculty mentor and a long-term outlook on primary care.



        
	Giving
          	Sixteen years of giving benefits MS research, trainees, and patients
	Seed funding aims to improve prostate cancer diagnoses
	Knights at the research table
	Endowed chairs and professorships: A hallmark of great medical schools


        
	Profiles
          	Alumni Album


        
	Art of Medicine



      
      




     

    PDF Version   

  Printer-Friendly Version   

  Send to a friend






  All photos by Mark Washburn

  
  David Livingston, M.D., a professor of genetics and of medicine
at Harvard and a distinguished researcher, gave the keynote
address at the  scientific symposium. Livingston has helped lead research into the understanding of genes that play a critical role
in the development and  suppression of cancer.




Vital Signs


Norris Cotton Cancer Center looks ahead to the next 40 years


By Amos Esty


In November, Norris Cotton Cancer Center celebrated its 40th anniversary. Over those decades, cancer care has changed dramatically. In some cases, knowledge of the causes of cancer has led to more successful prevention efforts. For other cancers, improved treatments have led to increased survival rates. Even for cancers that remain stubbornly resistant to treatment, advances in helping people cope with advanced disease have improved the lives of cancer patients.




  

  Taking on cancer from all angles

  
  Norris Cotton Cancer Center celebrates 40 years of advances in patient care and research.
  
View video




At a symposium held in November, Cancer Center researchers discussed areas of research that hold promise for future improvements, from prevention to treatment to understanding the risks of getting cancer. To read more about two research projects currently being led by Cancer Center and Geisel researchers, see the articles "The new smoking" and "A dog has its day."



  
  Mark Israel, M.D., the director of Norris Cotton
Cancer Center, talks with Soya Sam, Ph.D., a
postdoctoral fellow in molecular pathology at the
Cancer Center, at a poster session held as part of
the anniversary celebration. As the Cancer Center has
grown, so too has its roster of research faculty, who
together now receive about $65 million in external
funding each year to support cancer research.





  
  O. Ross McIntyre, M.D., served as director of

the Cancer Center from 1974 to 1992, guiding

it from humble beginnings to being named as

a comprehensive cancer center by the

National Cancer Institute, a designation that

just 41 facilities in the country currently hold.
Each year, more than 31,000 patients are

now treated at the Cancer Center's 17 sites in New Hampshire and Vermont.


  
  The symposium included talks by several Cancer Center
researchers, including Randolph Noelle, Ph.D., a professor of
microbiology and immunology. Noelle investigates ways to
harness the immune system to fight off cancer. The immune
system often fails to recognize cancer cells as a threat,
allowing tumors to grow unchecked. Noelle and other
researchers at the Cancer Center are working to understand
and alter the immune system's response to cancer.






  
  Cancer Center researchers are also working to
prevent cancer from developing in the first place.
James Sargent, M.D., a professor of pediatrics, is
an expert on the influences that lead adolescents
to take part in behaviors—such as smoking—that are risk factors for disease. He has worked
to apply his findings by advocating for policy
changes that might help reduce those behaviors.










If you'd like to offer feedback about this article, we'd welcome getting your comments at DartMed@Dartmouth.edu.


This article may not be reproduced or reposted without permission. To inquire about permission, contact DartMed@Dartmouth.edu.
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