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Young investigators earn recognition and support
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  Matt Alexander, a PhD student in Geisel's Molecular and Cellular Biology Program, is the recipient of a Research Scholar Award from the Joanna M. Nicolay Melanoma Foundation.

  Photo by Mark Washburn




By David Corriveau


Matt Alexander, a PhD candidate with Geisel's Molecular and Cellular Biology (MCB) Program, is the third Dartmouth scholar in as many years to win a $10,000 award for melanoma research at the Norris Cotton Cancer Center.

Alexander follows in the footsteps of Geisel researchers Eleanor Clancy-Thompson (2012) and Katelyn Byrne (2011) in earning one of the coveted Research Scholar Awards with which the Joanna M. Nicolay Melanoma Foundation supports exceptional graduate students annually.

"Competing for funding is so critical to research that developing those skills is as important as skills in the lab," says Alexander, who was among 44 applicants for one of this year's 10 awards. "And recognition and support at this nascent stage of a science career is gratifying and incredibly helpful for career development."

Alexander's research has identified a novel way to combine the melanoma-inhibiting drug vemurafenib and vaccine-based immune therapy in a way that has the potential to strengthen the immune response to metastatic melanoma, thus improving outcomes for patients. He will use the award funds to further this research.

Like Clancy-Thompson before him, Alexander is working in the laboratory of David Mullins, an assistant professor of microbiology and immunology. Byrne had conducted cancer research in the lab of associate professor Mary Jo Turk. 

"These awards demonstrate the high quality of our graduate research partners, who come to Dartmouth from outstanding undergraduate programs," Mullins says. "The awards also reflect the strength of our mentoring here, which is key to attracting outstanding students."

Just ask Alexander, who after earning his biology degree from Saint Michael's College in his native Vermont did research at the University of Vermont.

"Dartmouth has world-class research, and the scientific environment here allows me to receive the same level of training available at the best institutions in the country," says Alexander. "Dr. Mullins's mentorship epitomizes the supportive atmosphere characteristic of Geisel as a whole, and his guidance is as much a part of my progress as my own efforts."








If you'd like to offer feedback about this article, we'd welcome getting your comments at DartMed@Dartmouth.edu.


This article may not be reproduced or reposted without permission. To inquire about permission, contact DartMed@Dartmouth.edu.
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