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Dartmouth Medicine seeks to con-
vey the breadth and depth of the
education, research, and clinical
activities of DMS and DHMC; to
serve as a publication of historical
record; to stimulate thought and
discussion on issues in medicine
and medical education; and to reflect
the range of opinions and activities
among Dartmouth medical students,
faculty, and alumni. Abbreviations
used in these pages include DMS
(Dartmouth Medical School),
DHMC (Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center), MHMH (Mary
Hitchcock Memorial Hospital), and
DC (Dartmouth College). The opin-
ions of contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of DMS or DHMC.

Dartmouth Medicine is published
four times a year—the Fall issue
in late September, Winter in late
December, Spring in late March,
and Summer in late June.

We are happy to send Dartmouth
Medicine—on a complimentary ba-
sis—to anyone who is interested in
the subjects we cover. Write us if
you’d like to be added to our rolls.
Please note, however, that the com-
plimentary subscription offer can be
extended only to U.S. addresses.

Because our mailing list comes from
six separate databases, some readers
may receive duplicate copies. Please
share extra copies with someone else,
or send us the address panels from
all the copies you receive, and we will
be glad to eliminate the duplication.

The contents of this magazine may
not be reproduced without permis-
sion, but we are often able—and
glad—to extend such permission.
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C O V E R

Rachael Labitt may be a mere
first-year undergrad, but that
didn’t stop her from seeking
a position with researcher
Yolanda Sanchez. Labitt is one
of many Dartmouth students
who get to try science on for
size in DMS labs. The cover
photo is by Lauren Wool, who
graduated from Dartmouth
College just a few weeks ago.
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The Apprentices
Text by Laura Stephenson
Carter and Vanessa Hurley

Photos by Lauren Wool 28

Dartmouth undergrads who are
considering careers in science
have a chance to “apprentice”
themselves to mentors at DMS
and actually sample the culture
of life in a lab. Here is a look at
several such pairings—through
the eyes of two undergraduates
who took on apprenticeships
of a different sort.

So Can You
By William B. Toms,
M.D., M.P.H. 38

Family physician Bill Toms
has been listening for the
stories his patients tell ever
since he began tending to their
aches, pains, and dying wishes.
Now retired from Dartmouth-
Hitchcock, he helps medical
students use writing as a way to
learn how to be a better doctor.

Help from on High
Story and illustrations by
Chris Demarest 42

When things go awry—
whether it’s an accident on
the highway or a heart attack
at home—getting expert
help, fast, can make all the
difference. In a rural area,
that often means calling an
air rescue service.
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Check out our online edition
at dartmed.dartmouth.edu and this
issue’s at dartmed.
dartmouth.edu/summer08/html/we.php.
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