DARTMOUTH MEDICINE
Dartmouth Medicine seeks to convey the breadth and depth of the
education, research, and clinical
activities of DMS and DHMC; to
serve as a publication of historical
record; to stimulate thought and
discussion on issues in medicine
and medical education; and to reflect
the range of opinions and activities
among Dartmouth medical students,
faculty, and alumni. Abbreviations
used in these pages include DMS
(Dartmouth Medical School),
DHMC (Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center), MHMH (Mary
Hitchcock Memorial Hospital), and
DC (Dartmouth College). The opinions of contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of DMS or DHMC.
Dartmouth Medicine is published
four times a year—the Fall issue
in late September, Winter in late
December, Spring in late March,
and Summer in late June.
We are happy to send Dartmouth
Medicine—on a complimentary basis—to anyone who is interested in
the subjects we cover. Write us if
you’d like to be added to our rolls.
Please note, however, that the complimentary subscription offer can be
extended only to U.S. addresses.
Because our mailing list comes from
six separate databases, some readers
may receive duplicate copies. Please
share extra copies with someone else,
or send us the address panels from
all the copies you receive, and we will
be glad to eliminate the duplication.
The contents of this magazine may
not be reproduced without permission, but we are often able—and
happy—to extend such permission.
To reach Dartmouth Medicine:
U.S. Mail: 1 Medical Center Drive
(HB 7070), Lebanon, NH 03756
FedEx/UPS: 21 Lafayette Street,
#303, Lebanon, NH 03766
Phone: 603-653-0772
Fax: 603-653-0775
E-mail: DartMed@Dartmouth.edu
Web: dartmed.dartmouth.edu
© 2006 Dartmouth College
DMS28M0606LP

A Magazine for Alumni and Friends of Dartmouth Medical School and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
Vol. 30, No. 4 Summer 2006

FEATURES
What System?
By Doug McInnis

DEPARTMENTS
28

No one ever sat down and
designed the U.S. health-care
“system.” It simply evolved, in
bits and pieces. As it now
threatens to crack under its
own weight, a DMS faculty
member is a leading proponent
of the need to stop tinkering
and rethink things—from a
“microsystem” perspective.
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June 2006 marks the 25th
anniversary of the first
published report about AIDS
—a paper coauthored by a
DMS alumnus. In the quarter
of a century since then, the
disease has swept the globe
and killed 25 million people.
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Hundreds of Shriners were
in town for an annual highschool all-star football game
and pre-game parade. What
started as a festive day, filled
with miniature motorbikes
and capering clowns, turned
chilling as the Mary Hitchcock
Emergency Room began to
fill up with sick Shriners.
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Dartmouth’s Paul Batalden is a
leading proponent of a concept
called “microsystems” that
might be just what the doctor
ordered to cure the ailing U.S.
health-care system. To learn
how, see page 28. The cover
photo is by Chris Milliman.
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