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The news this issue includes
word of several weighty matters
—the appointment of a new
dean (page 3) and a new chair
of medicine (page 5)—as well
as some flighty, though fun,
stories about student antics in
the tonsorial (page 12) and
sporting (page 13) realms.   
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C O V E R

As doctors work through
puzzling cases in sessions called
“morbidity and mortality” con-
ferences, the whiteboard at the
front of the room gets filled
with notations. This photo of
Jonathan Ross, director of
DHMC’s medicine “M&Ms,” is
by Jon Gilbert Fox. The asso-
ciated story starts on page 32.
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Puzzling Over Medical Mysteries
By Laura Stephenson Carter 32

Modern medicine is so
advanced, it’s easy to assume
nowadays that diagnostic and
therapeutic choices are clear-
cut. But there are still many
medical mysteries, which
doctors puzzle over in sessions
known as “morbidity and
mortality” conferences. Here’s
an inside look at an “M&M”
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock.

Mountain Aerie
By Paige Wickner and
Fordham von Reyn, M.D. 42

Today’s quarantining of SARS
patients recalls an earlier era,
when Americans suffering from
a common and often-fatal
respiratory illness—tubercu-
losis—were isolated from
society in sanatoriums. New
Hampshire residents with TB
were cared for at a serene
mountainside retreat.

Pioneer in Pathology                 
By Robert W. Christie, M.D. 50

Half a century ago, few
specialists practiced in the
northern reaches of New
Hampshire and Vermont. The
first pathologist to settle north
of Hanover shares the story of
his colorful career. 

Sports and Medicine
By David Corriveau 58

Does prowess on the rink,
the track, or the court have
anything to do with proficiency
in medicine? Assorted athletes
with Dartmouth medical ties
think there’s a more than
incidental connection.
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Dartmouth Medicine seeks to con-
vey the breadth and depth of the
education, research, and clinical
activities of DMS and DHMC; to
serve as a publication of historical
record; to stimulate thought and
discussion on issues in medicine and
medical education; and to reflect the
range of opinions and activities
among Dartmouth medical students,
faculty, and alumni. Among abbrevi-
ations used regularly in these pages
are DMS (Dartmouth Medical
School), DHMC (Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center), MHMH
(Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hos-
pital), DC (Dartmouth College),
and HS (housestaff). The opinions
of contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of DMS or DHMC. 

Dartmouth Medicine is published
four times a year—the Fall issue 
in late September, Winter in late 
December, Spring in late March, 
and Summer in late June. 

We are happy to send Dartmouth
Medicine—on a complimentary ba-
sis—to anyone who is interested in
the subjects that are covered in the
magazine. Write us if you’d like to be
added to our rolls. Please note, how-
ever, that the complimentary sub-
scription offer can be extended only
to addresses within North America.

Because our mailing list comes from
seven separate databases, some read-
ers may receive duplicate copies.
Please share extra copies with some-
one else, or send us the address panels
from all copies you receive, and we’ll 
be glad to eliminate the duplication.

The contents of this magazine may
not be reproduced without permis-
sion, but we are usually able—and
happy—to extend such permission.
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