New on the bookshelf:
Recent releases by
DMS faculty authors
Molecular Pathology: The Molecular Basis of Human Disease. Edited by William B. Coleman,
Ph.D.; and Gregory J. Tsongalis, Ph.D.
(associate professor of pathology). Academic Press, 2009.
Headache and Facial Pain. By
Lawrence C. Newman, M.D.;
and Morris Levin, M.D. (associate
professor of medicine). Oxford
University Press, 2009.
The Common Symptom Guide. By
John Wasson, M.D. (professor of

community and family medicine); B. Timothy Walsh, M.D.;
Harold Sox, M.D. (adjunct professor of
medicine); Robert Pantell,
M.D.; and Mary LaBrecque, B.S.N.
(instructor of community and
family medicine). McGraw Hill,
2009 (sixth edition).
The Little Black Book of International Medicine. By William A. Alto,
M.D., M.P.H. (professor of community and family medicine).
Jones and Bartlett, 2009.
The Story of Libraries From the Invention of Writing to
the Computer Age. By
Fred Lerner, D.L.S. (research associate in
psychiatry). Continuum, 2009 (second edition).
To have a book considered for
mention here, send the details to
DartMed@Dartmouth.edu.

Dietrich is named to DMS’s Carroll Chair
wo words of advice launched
shift voluntary and paired visitDr. Allen Dietrich’s career as
ing clinicians with tribal nurses
a researcher, and two years on a
and physician assistants.
Zuni reservation enlarged his viIt worked. When Dietrich
sion. These and other “fortuvisited the reservation five years
itous” influences, says Dietrich,
later, the staff told him they’d albrought him to where he is toways done things that way. “Not
day: a nationally known reonly did we pull it off, but also
searcher in cancer and primary
we made it part of the fabric of
care, associate director of poputhe place,” he says.
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Study: Since 1982, Dietrich has
Norris Cotton Cancer Center,
been applying those lessons as a
president of the North American
member of the Dartmouth faculPrimary Care Research Group, a
ty. Shortly after arriving at DMS,
member of the prestigious Instihe began working with Patricia
tute of Medicine—and, as of last
Carney, then an oncology nurse,
October, DMS’s James J. Carroll
on a study of cancer screening for
Professor of Oncology.
uninsured women. The project
Dietrich was a first-year med“started me on the cancer reical student at Case Western Research pipeline,” says Dietrich,
serve when his mentor, Dr.
and proved to be another turnThomas Hale Ham (a 1927 grading point in his career.
uate of Dartmouth College), ofHe and Carney (who, with
fered what Dietrich calls “the
Dietrich’s encouragement, evenmost important research advice
tually earned her doctorate)
I’ve ever gotten. It’s two words:
joined forces with other Dart‘Always evaluate.’”
mouth colleagues to study how
primary-care physicians can imZuni: In his first job out of resprove cancer detection by makidency, on New Mexico’s Zuni
ing routine such measures as
reservation, Dietrich learned anbreast and colon cancer screenother fundamental lesson: heed
ings. He has also studied the
community context. Residents
treatment of
of the Zuni
depression in
Pueblo lacked Dietrich’s mind works so fast it’s
primary-care
long-term doc- often “hard to keep up with him.”
settings.
tor-patient reIt is in recognition of his
lationships; they would walk into
decades of such work that Dieta clinic and get care from whomrich was appointed to the Carever was there. As the new clinroll Chair. The chair honors
ical director of the reservation
1948 Dartmouth College and
hospital, Dietrich set out to
1949 Tuck graduate James J. Cartransform the system by providroll; it was endowed in his meming every patient with a “medical
ory in 1979 by the Samuel
home.” When he found that
Roberts Noble Foundation. One
people were wary of the change,
of Dietrich’s goals in the post is
he and his colleagues made the
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Dietrich now holds an endowed chair.
to develop closer relationships
with community physicians to
improve cancer screening, prevention, and care. Achieving
that will require more than just
good intentions, he says. “You
need a system. You need tools,
teamwork, and tenacity.”
In addition, he plans to continue studies on how to protect
children from skin cancer—a
decade-long collaboration with
his wife, Dr. Ardis Olson, a pediatrician at Dartmouth.
Cancer: Dietrich knows cancer
not only as a researcher but also
as a patient; he was treated for
bladder cancer, which is now in
remission. His personal prevention program includes never
smoking, eating a healthy diet,
exercising regularly, and getting
age-appropriate screenings.
Dietrich’s mind works so fast
that it’s often “hard to keep up
with him,” says Carney, who is
now on the faculty at Oregon
Health and Science University.
“I did the best science I’ve ever
done with him. And he brings a
sense of humor with him, so it
doesn’t feel like work. It really
feels like discovery.”
Cathy Shufro
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