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at Dartmouth-Hitchcock,” says Adams. She 
and her colleagues envisioned a cohesive 
program and have been working toward 
that goal in healthcare programming.

Now their vision has been realized—
Dartmouth’s successful international and 
domestic global health programs will be 
more closely aligned under the new Center 
for Global Health Equity.  

This brings increased opportunities for 
partnerships with Geisel’s international 
programs along with domestic programs in 
rural and urban healthcare to strengthen 
and advance the training of future global 
health leaders—leaders with the profes-
sional and interpersonal skills, the cultural 
humility, and the experience needed to 
work effectively within interdisciplinary, 
multi-national teams.

“Global health is about working with 
our partners to help them achieve their 
priorities and many times that’s best 
accomplished through training and 
mentoring,” Adams explains. “And these 

collaborations often evolve into increased 
student opportunities.”

For example, Mary Chamberlin, MD, an 
assistant professor of medicine at Geisel 
who specializes in breast cancer, began 
working in Rwanda as part of the medical 
school’s involvement in the Human 
Resources for Health Program. She then 
created a global oncology training opportu-
nity for hematology/oncology fellows and 
is now exploring cancer care in Kosovo, 
where undergraduate and medical students 
are assisting local partners in researching 
options for optimal breast cancer screening 
and cancer-related palliative care.

An undergraduate health policy course 
co-administered by the Dickey Center and 
Rockefeller Center, engages three-person 
teams in policy research and intensive 
10-week international internships serving 
high-level clients, including ministries 
of health.

A collaboration between Geisel and the 
Muhimbili University of Health and Allied 

Sciences in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
the DarDar Health Programs allows for a 
yearly clinical research elective open to 
fourth-year medical students and intern-
ship opportunities for undergraduates. 
“This summer an undergraduate gathered 
information on the aging patient cohort in 
the pediatric HIV program—many of whom 
are now teenagers—to make sure we have 
services for this population,” Adams says.

To further immerse students and faculty 
in thriving opportunities across Dartmouth, 
Adams and Sosin created a broader network 
of global health partners, launched a Global 
Health Colloquium including Dartmouth-
Hitchcock colleagues to ensure best 
practices in global health engagement and 
education, and created a curriculum to 
prepare students before they travel. 

But Adams says this is just a start, 
“The new Center for Global Health Equity 
provides the ideal opportunity for further 
growth and collaboration to fully embody 
the One Dartmouth model.” 

In 2013, Adams, an associate dean for global health, 
established the Center for Health Equity at Geisel—leading 
health equity programs at both the medical school and 
Dartmouth’s Dickey Center for International Understanding. 
The idea, she says, is to help medical students develop 
careers addressing health inequities through research, 
teaching, and practice by accessing domestic and global 
programs that promote health equity.

Thirty percent of Geisel students and 10 percent of 
Dartmouth undergraduates are interested in global health. And 
now more than 60 Dartmouth faculty are actively engaged in 

professional development in global health and working with  
students, residents, and fellows.

Adams’ leadership and collaboration with her colleagues 
at the Dickey Center, particularly Anne Sosin D ’02, who 
is the Global Health Initiative program director there, and 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock, has led the development of global 
health programs with positive health outcomes for individ-
uals and their communities. 

“I’ve been working across Dartmouth for a long time—it has 
never made sense to me that there are separate programs for 
medical students, undergraduates, and residents and fellows 

DOMESTIC PROGRAMS 

1. New Hampshire and Vermont–Free health clinics and health education for migrant 
farm workers, refugees, and the underserved in rural and urban communities 

2. Native American Communities in Maine and Minnesota–Promoting healthy 
behaviors in the context of cultural traditions 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

1. Arctic–Leading The Lancet Commission on Arctic Health [multiple partners- 
Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe Islands), 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the U.S.]

2. Central America–Education and training collaboration with the Central American 
Healthcare Initiative

3. China–Bilateral student exchanges with Chongqing Medical University

4. Colombia–Mental healthcare delivery 

5. Haiti–TB and HIV care 

6. Honduras–Cervical cancer prevention and treatment 

7. Kosovo–Cancer and palliative care; Maternal and child healthcare delivery 

8. Nicaragua–Hearing loss prevention and treatment 

9. Peru–Emergency preparedness and telehealth 

10. Rwanda–Healthcare workforce development 

11. Tanzania–TB vaccine development; TB prevention and treatment; 
Pediatric HIV care delivery; Research training in infectious diseaseby Susan Green

Lisa V. Adams MED ’90, is driven by a desire to tackle complex and pervasive inequities in health, 
including the socio-economic and political factors driving health outcomes. She does this in part 
by cultivating strong long-term Dartmouth partnerships both domestically and internationally 
in medically underserved areas.
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