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VITAL SIGNS

He has worked with GHESKIO
since 1990 and spoke at Dance
for a Dream about conditions in
Haiti. “There is little question,”
he says, “that Dartmouth is very
committed to . . . doing some-
thing long-term in Haiti.” 
“Just to see how motivated

people are to help out in Haiti
. . . is a great thing,” agrees Daph-
née Charles, one of two Haitian
undergraduates admitted to
Dartmouth af-
ter the disaster.
She also spoke
at Dance for a
Dream, as did the other Haitian
undergrad, Ro nel Lefranc. 
Among the performers at the

event were DMS’s a cappella
group, the Dermatones; an Irish
dance troupe; a bluegrass group;
a contemporary dance ensemble;
and a group that melds South
Asian dance with hip-hop. Dart-
mouth officials estimate that stu-
dents have collectively raised
over $1.5 million for the Haiti
relief effort—
i n c l u d i n g
$5,000 from
Dance for  a
Dream. 
The funds

will be put to
g o o d  u s e .
“GHESKIO is
re spons ib le
for providing
HIV care . . .
for about 40%
of the people
in the country
that are get-
t i n g  s u c h
care,” Wright

T he contrast was stark. One
evening this past May, Dart-

mouth students enjoyed deli-
cious food and live music and
dance in Hanover, N.H., while
2,000 miles away in Haiti, hun-
dreds of thousands of people
struggled to find food, shelter,
and basic medical care. 
But there was a direct tie be-

tween the two settings. It was
four months since an earthquake
had left Haiti in ruins, but Dart-
mouth students were continuing
to seek ways to help the ravaged
nation. That evening, the help
came in the form of the fourth
annual Dance for a Dream, a
DMS-led fund-raiser.

Local: The evening featured an
auction of Haitian artwork, the
sale of handmade Haitian can-
dles, a raffle with prizes donated
by local businesses, and toe-tap-
ping performances by seven stu-
dent music and dance groups.
This year’s Dance for a Dream

proceeds went to an organization
based in Port-au-Prince called
GHESKIO. The acro nym is de-
rived from the French version of
the group’s name: Haitian Study
Group on Kaposi’s Sarcoma and
Opportunistic Infections. “We
chose to support GHESKIO,”
says Stephanie Rolin, the M.D.
student who spearheaded the
fund-raiser, “because they have a
lot of rebuilding to do.”
GHESKIO has managed to

“embrace what is . . . necessary
to provide education, care, hous-
ing, shelter, medical care for this
population,” explains Dr. Peter
Wright, a pediatric infectious
disease specialist at Dartmouth.

Medical students continue to reach out to Haiti says. In fact, GHESKIO, which
was founded in 1982, was the
first organization in the world
dedicated to fighting HIV/AIDS.
After the quake, the group set up
refugee camps and field hospi-
tals, in addition to continuing to
care for AIDS patients. 

Trial: Two months after Dance
for a Dream, Rolin flew to Haiti,
thanks to a Fogarty Grant  from
the National  Institutes  of
Health, to work for six weeks at
GHESKIO on a multinational

trial aimed at
preventing the
transmission
of HIV from

mother to child. Accompanying
her were Wright and another
DMS student and Fogarty Grant
recipient, Jody Epstein, a certi-
fied lactation consultant.
Such contributions of time

and money may seem minuscule
compared to the massive needs
in Haiti. But their significance,
says Wright, “is really the effort
. . . and what that means.”  

Krupa Patel

“Dartmouth is very committed to 

. . . doing something long-term.”

These Haitians are waiting for care at a clinic run by GHESKIO.

A reminder of the pace of change,
and of timeless truths, from the
1970 MHMH-DHMC annual review:

“The cleanliness of every

area of the Hospital is the

responsibility of Housekeep-

ing. . . . Until 1933 there

was no such thing as a

housekeeping department.

This work was delegated to

nurses. Volunteers helped

out during wartime. Not un-

til 1948 were nurses freed

from cleaning patient beds,

using disinfectant solutions

on the metal and a whisk

broom on the mattress. Even

keeping ‘hoppers’ and other

bathroom fixtures shining

. . . was left to nurses and,

partic ularly, student nurses.”

200
Number of housekeeping

employees in 2009

2 million
Square feet they keep clean 
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CHINA CABINET: Dr. Murray Korc, DMS’s chair of medicine,
traveled to China in July to be honored by the Chinese
Society of Clinical Oncology for Distinguished Achievement
in Pancreatic Cancer Research and Clinical Management.   




