DMS Class Day 2006:
Lots of good cheer
despite absence of sun

r. Stephen Spielberg, DMS’s

dean, opened the 2006 Class
Day ceremonies with an apology
that “we could not be outdoors
today.” The graduates, faculty,
and speakers—all in colorful
academic regalia—had marched
in behind a pair of bagpipers—
Drs. James Feeney and Travis
Matheney, both DMS ’00s—into
the College’s Leede Arena.
There, family and friends eager-
ly awaited their arrival on an in-
clement day. But, explained
Spielberg, the occasion is about
family and friends, those who
sustained the graduates during
their education, so their pres-
ence mattered more than the ab-
sence of sun.

Service: Dr. Antonia Novello,
the 14th U.S. surgeon general
and the first woman and first His-
panic to hold that office, gave
the keynote address. Now New
York State’s health commission-
er, Novello called the graduates
“colleagues” throughout her
speech and noted that she was
impressed by their community
service—from providing assis-
tance to special-needs children
to singing at hospitals and nurs-
ing homes.

She frequently interjected
counsel, too. “The happiest peo-
ple I know are those who go
about their everyday lives doing
good things for other people
without asking ‘What’s in it for
me?” she said. “For a moment,
colleagues, I want you to imag-
ine a world in which ‘we’ would
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replace ‘I’ as the operative pro-
noun. Think of the impact on
learning and knowledge if there
were intellectuality without ar-
rogance.”

Diverse: She laid down three
serious challenges to the gradu-
ates: to respond to the needs of
an increasingly diverse society;
to work to eliminate disparities
affecting the health of the na-
tion’s emerging majorities; and
to approach their work with a
professionalism that keeps med-
icine a sacred institution.

“If you . . . succeed in caring
for all, you must become men
and women who are concerned
with discovering where your pa-
tients come from, where they’ve
been . .. their total persona, their
integral humanity,” Novello
said. “We must fight for a health-
care system where all patients
have access to doctors, clinics,
specialists, diagnostic tests, and
needed services.

“Control has been wrested
from health-care professionals
and is in the hands of bureau-
crats, CEOs, and even politi-
cians,” she went on. “In these
times I cannot help but wonder
whether the essential humanity
of medicine will survive. And I
cannot help but ponder the way
it once was and ask, ‘Is there a
doctor in the house? I suggest . . .
we must start to respond more di-
rectly to the needs of our pa-
tients and make ourselves heard
as representatives of the commu-
nities we serve.” (See page 64 for
more of Novello’s thoughts, in
this issue’s “Point of View” essay,
which was adapted from her
Class Day talk.)
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