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C O V E R

Mary Daubenspeck, the author
of our cover article, died in
March of 2001. This light-
house—Nauset Beach Light on
Cape Cod—was a beacon for
her during her life, as it has
been for her family since her
death. See page 32 for a feature
adapted from Daubenspeck’s
diary—an account that is by
turns wry and uplifting,
insightful and heart-rending.  
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One More Byline
By Mary E. Daubenspeck 32

In which a writer chronicles
her final struggle with cancer—
illuminating a stormy course
but elucidating what really
matters in the human
condition.

Ten Years After
Photographs by John Douglas 
Text by Laura Stephenson

Carter 44

In 1994, we profiled several
“typical” medical students,
exploring in text and
photographs what life at DMS
was really like. Now, 10 years
later, we return to take another
look at those profilees’ lives.
Where are they today? What
are they doing? And what do
they think the next 10 years
will bring?

The Man in the Middle                 
By Timothy Takaro, M.D. 52

President Roosevelt started it
and Jonas Salk finished it, but
the middleman who connected
the dots was Dartmouth
alumnus Basil O’Connor. “It,”
of course, was the most burning
health problem of the mid-20th
century—figuring out a way to
prevent polio.

Broken Bodies, Broken Souls              
By Emily R. Transue, M.D. 58

A DMS alumna rues the limits
of medicine, writing revealingly
about the angst that can beset
doctors as they face the
vagaries and ultimatums of
the health-care system.
But at the same time, she
celebrates the moments of
humanity that can occur
despite the system’s limits.
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Dartmouth Medicine seeks to con-
vey the breadth and depth of the
education, research, and clinical
activities of DMS and DHMC; to
serve as a publication of historical
record; to stimulate thought and
discussion on issues in medicine 
and medical education; and to reflect
the range of opinions and activities
among Dartmouth medical students,
faculty, and alumni. Among abbrevi-
ations used regularly in these pages
are DMS (Dartmouth Medical
School), DHMC (Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center), MHMH
(Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hos-
pital), DC (Dartmouth College),
and HS (housestaff). The opinions
of contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of DMS or DHMC. 

Dartmouth Medicine is published
four times a year—the Fall issue 
in late September, Winter in late 
December, Spring in late March, 
and Summer in late June. 

We are happy to send Dartmouth
Medicine—on a complimentary ba-
sis—to anyone who is interested in
the subjects that are covered in the
magazine. Write us if you’d like to be
added to our rolls. Please note, how-
ever, that the complimentary sub-
scription offer can be extended only
to addresses in the United States.

Because our mailing list comes from
six separate databases, some readers
may receive duplicate copies. Please
share extra copies with someone else,
or send us the address panels from 
all the copies you receive, and we will 
be glad to eliminate the duplication.

The contents of this magazine may
not be reproduced without permis-
sion, but we are usually able—and
happy—to extend such permission.
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