ALL THAT JAZL: Dr. Norman Yanofsky, chief of the Section of
Emergency Medicine at DHMC for almost 26 years,

plays the keyboard in a jazz quartet; the group

performs regularly in several local nightspots.

DMS experts help
national journalists
communicate clearly

hat if your job description

were to “rapidly process
lots of complex, quantitative in-
formation which is often exag-
gerated and incomplete”? That’s
a pretty accurate encapsulation
of the job of a health-care jour-
nalist, according to DMS’s Dr.
Steven Woloshin, a specialist in
how medical information is ex-
plained to the public.

Media: He worries that much
of today’s media coverage of
medicine “creates excessive en-
thusiasm and certainty about
medical research” and perpetu-
ates misinformation. He’s doing
more than just worry, though: he
is is one of the
organizers of an
annual Medi-
cine in the Me-
dia conference, which aims to
help journalists cut through am-
biguities and avoid passing them
along to their audiences. The
conference is cosponsored by the
National Institutes of Health
and Dartmouth.

Response: “We believe,” says
Woloshin, “that teaching jour-
nalists to use numbers and en-
couraging them to highlight cau-
tions, [such as] study limitations,
will go a long way in mitigating
these problems.” The response,
he adds, has “been amazingly
positive.” Each year, about 50
print and broadcast journalists
are chosen to attend from a com-
petitive pool of applicants.

“The course served as a good
primer,” says one of this year’s at-

Media coverage of medicine often

“creates excessive enthusiasm.”

tendees, Barbara Brody, a health
editor at Woman’s Day. It “will
help me better evaluate scientif-
ic research.” Journalists must
“question everything,” says an-
other attendee, Margaret Wil-
liams, an editor at Babytalk mag-
azine. “It’s important to accu-
rately judge the findings of the
research before delivering it to
our readers—and this conference
provided me with the tools I
need to do so.”

Participants have also come
from such places as ABC News,
the New York Times, and the Wall
Street Jowrnal. The conference’s
Dartmouth sponsors are the Vet-
eran’s Affairs Outcomes Group
and the Center for Medicine, the
Media, and the Public (CMMP).

Held alternately in Bethesda,
Md., and Hanover, N.H., the
event includes
tutorials in sta-
tistical analysis
and study de-
sign as well as lectures by experts
on the challenges of health-care
reporting. Woloshin and Dr. Lisa
Schwartz, a fellow member of the
DMS faculty, have played key
roles in planning and teaching at
the conference since its incep-
tion seven years ago; the two
codirect the CMMP. For the past
three years, they’ve been aided
by another faculty member, Dr.
H. Gilbert Welch.

The conference “is an amaz-
ing opportunity to work directly
with journalists to teach them
skills they need to help commu-
nicate the results of medical re-
search to the public,” says
Woloshin. “It’s lots of work, but
it’s really gratifying.”

Vanessa HURLEY

Worthy of note:
Honors, awards,
appointments, etc.

Ethan Dmitrovsky, M.D., the Andrew
Wallace Professor and chair of
Pharmacology and Toxicology,
was named a clinical research
professor by
the American
Cancer Soci-
ety (ACS).
This highly se-
lective honor
is the ACS’s
top award; it
recognizes career-long contribu-
tions to science and patient care
and supports mentoring of future
generations of researchers. The
multiyear grant will support
Dmitrovsky’s ongoing studies in
the treatment and prevention of
lung cancer.

Ann-Christine Duhaime, M.D., a pro-
fessor of surgery, was named
chair-elect of the Joint Section
on Pediatric
Neurological
Surgery—a
collaboration
between the
American As-
sociation of
Neurological
Surgeons and the Congress of
Neurological Surgeons.

Charles Brenner, Ph.D., a profes-
sor of genetics, was named to the
National Institutes of Health’s
International Cooperative |
Study Section for the Center for
Scientific Review.

Catherine Pipas, M.D., chief of
the Section of Family Medicine
as well as assistant dean for med-
ical education, has been ap-

pointed to the New Hampshire
Board of Medicine.

Donald Mahler, M.D., a professor
of medicine, was appointed to
the Leadership Board of the
American Lung Association’s
New Hampshire chapter.

Jay Buckey, M.D., a professor of
medicine, was named cochair of
the 2008 New Hampshire De-
mocratic State Convention in
Manchester, N.H.

Catherine Carriere, Ph.D., a re-
search assistant professor of med-
icine, received the 2008 Com-
petitive Award from the Lust-
garten Foundation for Pancreat-
ic Cancer Research.

John Turco, M.D., an associate
professor of medicine and Dart-
mouth team
physician, as
well as director
of the Dart-
mouth College
Health Ser-
vice, was pre-
sented with
the Distinguished American
Award by the Joe Yukica New
Hampshire Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation.

Marie Bakitas, D.N.Sc., an assis-
tant professor of anesthesiology,
received a two-year Junior Fac-
ulty Career Development Award
from the National Palliative
Care Research Center.

Marcia Herrin, Ed.D., an adjunct
assistant professor of community
and family medicine, with coau-
thor Nancy Matsumoto, re-
ceived the Honors Award in the
2008 National Parenting Publi-
cations Awards Parenting Re-
sources competition for their
book The Parent’s Guide to Eat-

continued on page 61
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Worthy of note

continued from page 22
ing Disorders: Supporting Self-Esteem, Healthy
Eating, and Positive Body Image at Home.

Jennifer Bomberger, Ph.D., a research fellow in
physiology, received the Ann Weinberg Re-
search Fellowship from the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

Kevin Cummings, Ph.D., a research associate in
physiology, was awarded a 2008 Parker B.
Francis Fellowship to study reflex imbalances
in sudden infant death syndrome.

Sherzana Sunderji, a second-year DMS stu-
dent, was elected northeastern regional del-
egate on community and diversity to the As-
sociation of American Medical Colleges.

Thomas Scanlon, Ph.D., a postdoctoral fellow
at Dartmouth’s Thayer School of Engineer-
ing and a member of DMS’s Lung Biology
Program, was the recipient of the Carol Bas-
baum Fellowship from the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

Three members of the DHMC Creative
Services staff received awards from the New
England Society for Healthcare Communi-
cations: Timothy Dean was presented with the

Qy

Owen J. McNamara Award for Excellence in
Writing, and Erin Higgins and Mark Washburn re-
ceived Lamplighter Awards. The DHMC
Transforming Medicine Employee Campaign
also received a Lamplighter Award, recog-
nizing work by members of the Development
staff: Amy Schrom, Barbara Masteller, Kate Villars, and
Wendy Simpson.

Gordon Koff has been appointed director of
financial aid at DMS. He was formerly di-
rector of financial aid and admissions at Ver-
mont Law School and is president-elect of
the Eastern Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators.

Dartmouth Medical School was once again ranked
among the nation’s top medical schools by
U.S. News & World Report. DMS ranked
13th on a scale emphasizing primary care and
31st on a scale emphasizing research.

The DHMC Pain Management Center received the
American Pain Society’s Clinical Center of
Excellence in Pain Management Award.

Erratum: A photo in our Spring issue was
miscredited. The top left photo on page 42—
of microbiologist Elmer Pfefferkorn with a
student—was by Flying Squirrel Graphics,
not Jon Gilbert Fox. We regret the error.

Faculty Focus

continued from page 55
measures changes in blood oxygen during
brain activity). “We’re going to look at how
their brain is firing,” he says, and then com-
pare the pattern of activity in those who've
had Botox treatments to those who haven’t.
His pilot results suggest that those treated
with Botox do not process the images the
same as non-Botox participants; his hypoth-
esis is that because their facial response is dif-
ferent, their emotions are different.
Stotland hopes his contribution to cran-
iofacial surgery will be in the socialization
realm, but he thinks it’s also important to cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of those who've
advanced the field’s surgical techniques. In
fact, he started a biannual symposium in
1995 to honor DMS’s Rad Tanzer; consid-
ered the “Father of Ear Surgery,” Tanzer died
in 2003. “Rad was a big inspiration in terms
of his ear work and his work with kids,” says
Stotland. Last year, Stotland invited some-
one else who was a big inspiration to him to
be the keynote speaker for the Tanzer Sym-
posium—Henry Kawamoto. ll

%ARRY HILL

TOWN HOUSES

The Quarry Hill Town Houses provide all the benefits of new, quality construction and modern design in an

incredibly convenient location.

The 40-unit community is located just over one mile from Dartmouth Hitchcock

Medical Center and Centerra Marketplace. These 2 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath units offer a well-conceived floor plan including
a walk-out basement that can be finished as living space, first floor Kitchen, living, and dining rooms, and two
bedrooms, each with private attached bath, on the second floor. Lebanon, NH. Prices range from the $240's - $270's.

Lang « McLaughry « Spera

REAL ESTATE

For more information, please contact:

Rick Higgerson ¢ 802.649.3830

*This condominium has not yet been registered by the New Hampshire Consumer Protection and Antitrust Bureau of the Attorney General’s Office, Department of Justice. Until such time as
registration has been issued, only non-binding reservation agreements may be accepted.
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