
online at dartmed.dartmouth.edu—Dartmouth Medicine  21Spring 2010

VITAL SIGNS

continued on page 54

Jim Yong Kim, M.D., Ph.D., presi-
dent of Dartmouth College, was
named to the federal govern-

ment’s Presi-
dential Advi-
sory Council
on HIV/AIDS.
Kim cofound-
ed the interna-
tionally recog-
nized nonprof-

it organization Partners in
Health, which has brought treat-
ment for AIDS and other dis-
eases to impoverished communi-
ties worldwide. He is also former
director of the World Health Or-
ganization’s Department of HIV/
AIDS.  In that role, he led the 3
by 5 Initiative, which sought to
treat 3 million new HIV/AIDS
patients in developing countries
with antiretroviral drugs by
2005; launched in September
2003, the ambitious program
reached its goal in 2007. The
Presidential Advisory Council
on HIV/AIDS provides advice
and recommendations on do-
mestic and global HIV/AIDS
policy issues. 
The American Association

for the Advancement of Science
recently ele-
v a t e d  t w o
membe r s  o f
the Dartmouth
faculty to the
rank of fellow.
Jay Dunlap, Ph.D.,
a professor and

chair  of  the Department of  

Worthy of note: 
Honors, awards,
appointments, etc.

lenge Grants” in particular re-
search areas, and approximately
20,000 applications were sub-
mitted nationwide. The funding
requested by DMS investigators
shot up 49%.

Total: The amount of stimulus
money DMS actually received in
FY09—$2.9 million—is small
relative to the Medical School’s
overall research portfolio. But

Friend thinks it
was the main
reason that
grant and con-

tract income rose, since NIH
funding has stagnated in recent
years. Falling NIH funding drove
FY08’s 11% drop in research in-
come from FY07’s total.
In FY09, some departments

secured significantly more fund-
ing than in the previous fiscal
year. The Department of Physi-
ology received $10.2 million, an
increase of 74%. And the De-
partments of Medicine, Microbi-
ology and Immunology, Psychia-
try, and Surgery each added more
than $1 million to their research
totals.

Sources: The NIH and other
agencies in the Department of
Health and Human Services pro-
vided about 66% of DMS’s re-
search funding. State and local
governments accounted for
about 11%. Other sources in-
cluded foundations (7%) and
corporations (5%).
Some of the ARRA money

was used to fund proposals sub-
mitted before Congress passed
the stimulus package in February
2009. In January, physiologist
Allan Gulledge, Ph.D., had

Stimulus dollars prompt rise in research income

W ith the help of stimulus dol-
lars from the American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA), DMS garnered 4%
more grant and contract income
in the 2009 than the 2008 fiscal
year. DMS researchers brought
in $115.6 million in FY09, up
from FY08’s $111.2 million.
The National Institutes of

Health (NIH) provides the ma-
jority of DMS
research in-
come. But an-
nual NIH bud-
get increases have “ranged from
appalling to merely dismal over
the past few years,” says Jennifer
Friend, the director of research
support services at DMS. So
when extra research money was
offered as part of the federal
stimulus package, “the response
not just here but overall was
huge,” she explains. 

Fund: The NIH announced it
would use stimulus money to
fund about 200 special “Chal-

DMS has received over $30 million

in federal stimulus funding all told.

asked for a specialized micro-
scope that enables researchers to
peer deep into live tissue. ARRA
money later paid for the mi-
croscopy facility, which will be
shared by DMS, Dartmouth Col-
lege, and Dartmouth’s Thayer
School of Engineering.
Many ARRA awards will be

reflected in FY10’s research port-
folio. (DMS has received over
$32 million in ARRA funds all
told.) For example, physiologist
Bruce Stanton, Ph.D., is the
principal investigator on three
such grants totaling $2.5 million.
Most of the money was designat-
ed for hiring additional people to
expand two initiatives—Dart-
mouth’s Toxic Metals Research
Program and collaborative Cen-
ter of Biomedical Research Ex-
cellence in lung biology.

Jobs: While the stimulus dol-
lars are helping to preserve re-
search jobs—while keeping im-
portant work under way—Stan-
ton is worried that securing fund-
ing may be “even harder after the
ARRA money dries up.” 
Friend observes that the call

to increase federal support for re-
search has recently shifted focus.
Science advocacy groups are
starting to frame federal research
funding as an economic issue,
she says. “Federal funds create
good, paying jobs . . . in pretty
much every congressional dis-
trict in the country,” she notes. 
It would be nice if the gov-

ernment pumped more money
into research “because it’s the
right thing to do,” she adds. But
it doesn’t hurt to also have mem-
bers of Congress support research
to create jobs for voters.

Katherine Vonderhaar
Physiologist Bruce Stanton heads three
large projects that got stimulus grants. 
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AIRTIME: In 15 years of service, DHART (the Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Advanced Response Team) has done 10,631 
helicopter transports and 4,835 ground transports. About 
80% are hospital-to-hospital, and the rest are “scene calls.” 


