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VITAL SIGNS

Irene Heinz Given Professorship
of Pharmacology.
In her newest role, DeLeo

succeeds longtime department
chair Ethan Dmitrovsky, M.D.,
who recently received the Amer-
ican Cancer Society’s top re-
search award. It was a require-
ment of accepting it that he step
down as chair. He’ll be devoting
his time to his research on lung
cancer, as well as to mentoring
young scientists and traveling for
speaking engagements.

Field: Dmitrovsky calls DeLeo
“an outstanding educator and

person of sci-
ence. She is an
internationally
r e c o g n i z e d

scholar in her field,” he adds,
“and a proven administrator.”
One of the key challenges

facing DeLeo will be helping the
department find ways to coun-
teract the decline in funding
from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH). One option may
be to partner with biotech and
drug companies. DeLeo holds

J uly 1 was my 20th anniversaryhere,” says Joyce DeLeo, Ph.D.
A DMS pain researcher, she is
the new chair of the Department
of Pharmacology and Toxicolo-
gy. But when she arrived at Dart-
mouth as a postdoctoral fellow in
1988, DeLeo “assumed I’d be
here only a few years.”
Instead, she joined the facul-

ty in 1991 and has distinguished
herself ever since as a researcher
and a leader. She was a fellow in
the Hedwig van Ameringen Ex-
ecutive Leadership in Academic
Medicine Program in 2001-02
and acting de-
partment chair
in 2002-03.

Endowed: She
became the inaugural director of
Dartmouth’s Neuroscience Cen-
ter in 2002. She helped establish
an interdisciplinary Ph.D. pro-
gram in experimental and mole-
cular medicine. She received
Dartmouth’s first Graduate Fac-
ulty Mentoring Award in 2004.
And in 2005 she was appointed
to an endowed chair—DMS’s

Opportunity knocks in pharm-tox for DeLeo

In 1988, DeLeo “assumed I’d be

[at Dartmouth] only a few years.”

DeLeo, the Irene Heinz Given Professor of Pharmacology, is now a department chair.
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several patents, has served on
scientific advisory boards, and
was involved in the start-up of a
pharmaceutical firm. “I thought
with my background I could help
the faculty think beyond the
NIH paradigm,” she says.
Her other goals include re-

cruiting three new faculty mem-
bers; better integrating the de-
partment, which is split between
the Hanover and Lebanon cam-
puses; and continuing to mentor
faculty and students and support
DMS’s teaching mission. The de-
partment’s breadth of research
—especially in cancer, toxicolo-
gy, and cardiovascular science—
“is great for teaching, for recruit-
ing students,” and for research
collaborations, she says.
DeLeo will continue her own

research on the neuroimmunol-
ogy of chronic pain and transla-
tion of the results into ways to
prevent and treat pain. She
serves on numerous internation-
al review boards, NIH study sec-
tions, and editorial boards.

Fulbright: She earned a B.S. in
biology and chemistry at the
State University of New York at
Albany in 1982 and a Ph.D. in
pharmacology at the University
of Oklahoma in 1988. She did
predoctoral research as a Ful-
br ight Scholar at the Max
Planck Institute of Psychiatry in
Martinsried,West Germany, and
two postdoctoral fellowships—in
neuroscience at Harvard and in
anesthesiology at Dartmouth.
DeLeo won’t have any prob-

lem keeping busy in the coming
year, as she is also serving on the
search committee for the new
president of Dartmouth College.

Laura Stephenson Carter

A reminder of the pace of change,
and of timeless truths, from a
1968 DMS fund-raising brochure:

“Education for medicine in

the United States faces a

major dilemma, the most

urgent and critical since its

beginnings in the 18th cen-

tury. It is today too long, too

costly, and insufficiently

related to the nation’s pre-

sent and future health

needs. New patterns of edu-

cation for medicine are re-

quired and Dartmouth has

the unique opportunity and

obligation to develop them.”

53
Number of first-year M.D.

students at DMS in 1968

$2,200
Annual DMS tuition then

78
Number of first-year M.D.

students at DMS in 2008

$40,120
Annual DMS tuition now
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CUT-AND-DRIED: The American Pain Society chose just six multi-
disciplinary pain centers as centers of excellence—including
Dartmouth-Hitchcock’s. It was the society’s second annual
awards program, and DHMC made the cut both years.




